
 

 

          16 March 2020 

Whom it may concern 

 

RE: HOËRSKOOL ERMELO REACTION ON COVID-19 VIRUS 

 

Following president Cyril Ramaphosa’s state of the nation address on Sunday evening 

15 March regarding the spread and prevention of the COVID-19 virus in South Africa, 

Hoërskool Ermelo wishes to communicate the following to staff members, parents, 

learners and all other stakeholders involved.  

Pres. Ramaphosa declared a national state of disaster in South Africa and put in place 

several preventative measures. Interpersonal contact is to be kept to a minimum. All 

schools will be closed from Wednesday 18 March until after Easter. The June school 

holiday will be shortened by a week and information concerning tertiary institutions will 

soon be announced by the minister of Higher Education. Personal hygiene is of the 

utmost importance. The president pleaded earnestly that South Africans should wash 

their hands regularly and thoroughly. Citizens are to cover their noses and mouths 

when they cough/sneeze, avoid contact with infected persons and refrain from shaking 

hands.  

Hoërskool Ermelo decided to take action as follows: 

 

Groentjie Concert (learners) 

- The annual groentjie concert has not been cancelled. The program has 

been slightly adapted as follows: the cheerleaders will arrive on the tarmac from 

07:00 on Tuesday 17 March. The parade will however not take place this year. 

The groentjie concert will commence at 11:00 for the learners in the auditorium. 

The concert is expected to end at 15:00. 

- This concert will be streamed live. The link will shortly be made available on the 

school’s social platforms.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Groentjie Concert (parents) 

- The groentjie concert show for the parents has not been cancelled, but 

has merely been postponed. The new date will be duly communicated. Parents 

who have already bought tickets will therefore not be affected.  

 

Sport tours 

- Hoërskool Ermelo withdrew from all hockey, netball and rugby tours that would 

have taken place during the April holidays. Information regarding tour money 

that has already been paid in, will shortly be communicated to parents.  

 

Academics 

- The date on which schools will re-open in the second term is still be officially 

announced. Should schools recommence on 14 April, and all public holidays 

be considered, a total of 7 school days will be lost. As already mentioned, the 

June school holiday will provisionally be shortened by a week. Five of the seven 

lost school days will thus be made up for. Hoërskool Ermelo values high 

academic standards and has a winter school and/or extra classes in view for 

the grade 11’s and grade 12’s during the June holidays. The school’s governing 

body and central management team is continuoulsy monitoring the situation 

and will inform learners and parents of all relevant decisions in this regard.   

 

Hoërskool Ermelo hereby submits itself to the decisions made operative by the state 

president and government. The school appeals to all stakeholders to stay calm amidst 

widespread panic and uncertainty regarding the COVID-19 virus. We exert ourselves 

for the well-being of our learners and staff. Parents will continuously be kept up to date 

with the situation by means of the school’s official communication channels. Be 

assured that Hoërskool Ermelo only has your child’s best interest at heart.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

S.P. GROBLER 
PRINCIPAL 
 


